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The 2024 Annual Report of the Kerala Association of Washington (KAW) has

been prepared by Secretary Rishiraj Rajan on behalf of the Executive

Committee (EC) for review during the General Body meeting on February

22, 2025. 

This Annual General Body (AGB) report provides a comprehensive overview

of KAW’s activities, achievements, and key learnings from the past year. It

also highlights various initiatives undertaken under KAW Charity. 

For any questions or feedback, please contact the KAW Secretary at

secretary@kaow.org. 

Notes:

The financial figures in this report are approximate. Exact amounts for

each project/event can be found in the **Financial Report 2024**

(Pages 22–26). 

KAW Charity is a nonprofit community organization registered under

Washington State law and holds **501(c)(3) tax-exempt status** under

the Internal Revenue Code. 

Link to KAW Bylaws 

ABOUT THIS REPORT

https://kaow.org/files/kaw_bylaws_2021.pdf
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2024
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Following the General Body meeting on February 24, 2024, the 2024-25
Executive Committee (EC) assumed office on March 1, 2024. Soon after, the
EC established its vision for the year: 

"We aim to bring Malayalees together and empower them by creating a
platform to exchange ideas, celebrate traditional values and talents, and
nurture young leaders within the community—all while fostering a sense of joy
and camaraderie."

After taking charge, the EC presented its annual plan, followed by an
inaugural event. Working as a unified team, we successfully delivered multiple
events, each dedicated to enriching our community and fostering cultural
exposure. 

This year was another exciting milestone for KAW, with 766 members. We
organized 35 events, including new initiatives, engaged numerous volunteers,
expanded our WhatsApp community to 1,400+ members, and established
dedicated clubs to cater to growing community requests for specialized
activities. Additionally, we hosted fundraisers for KAW Charity and celebrated
another record year for Aksharakalari. 

The EC actively worked to enhance community participation, offer diverse
platforms for members to display their talents in arts and sports, and foster
meaningful opportunities for social interaction.

A heartfelt thank you to our sponsors, whose generous support was
instrumental in making this year a success, and to our community members
for their unwavering encouragement.
 
The full details of all events conducted by this EC can be found in this report.

E X E C U T I V E  C O M M I T T E E  2 0 2 4



0 6WWW . K A O W . O R G

Premier Partner 

Gold Sponsor

Thank You for the Support!!

2024 - 25 SPONSORS
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2024 - 25 EVENTS
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N I R A K K O O T T U

The  g rand  KAW 2024  i naugu ra t ion  even t ,
"N i rak koo t tu , "  was  a  l i ve l y  and  engag ing
ce leb ra t ion  fea tu r i ng  a  va r i e t y  o f  exc i t i ng
p rog rams .  

The  even ing  k i c ked  o f f  w i t h  comp l imen ta r y
snacks ,  a  ree l s  con tes t ,  ka raoke ,  and  face
pa in t i ng ,  c rea t i ng  a  f un  and  i n te rac t i ve
a tmosphe re .  I t  conc luded  w i th  a  h igh-ene rgy
dance  fu s ion  pe r fo rmance  by  UW Kahaan i ,
wh ich  capt i va ted  the  aud ience  and
encou raged  en thus ia s t i c  pa r t i c ipa t ion .
 
The  even t  was  o f f i c ia l l y  i naugu ra ted  by  James
Lopes ,  Depu t y  C i t y  Manage r  o f  K i r k l and ,
a longs ide  P res iden t  Sh ibu  Baby ,  Sec re ta r y
R i sh i ra j  Ra jan ,  and  a l l  EC  member s .  

COMMUNITY AND CULTURAL EVENTS

I n  May ,  mothe r s  en joyed  a  scen ic  two-
hou r  boa t  tou r  on  Lake  Wash ing ton ,
embrac ing  the  c r i sp  weathe r  w i t h
de l i c ious  food ,  danc ing ,  and  j o y fu l
moment s .  Th i s  spec ia l  e ven t  was  des igned
to  o f fe r  moms  a  memorab le  and  re lax i ng
expe r ience  i n  ce leb ra t ion  o f  t he i r  spec ia l
day .  

The  a tmosphe re  was  f i l l ed  w i th  l augh te r ,
mus ic ,  and  hea r t fe l t  connec t ions ,  mak i ng
i t  a  t r u l y  un fo rge t tab le  ou t i ng .  A t tendees
che r i shed  the  oppo r tun i t y  to  unw ind ,
en joy  t he  b rea th tak i ng  v i ews ,  and
ce leb ra te  mothe rhood  i n  a  un ique  way .
The  even t  was  warm l y  rece i ved ,  w i t h
pa r t i c ipan t s  exp res s i ng  app rec ia t i on  fo r
t he  t hough t fu l  p lann ing  and  the  j o y fu l
expe r ience  sha red  w i th  fe l l ow  mothe r s .

M O T H E R ’ S  D A Y  C R U I S E  T O U R

N I R A K K O O T T U



  A K S H A R A  K A L A R I  M A L A Y A L A M  S C H O O L  A N N U A L  D A Y

KAW Ma laya lam Schoo l  ce leb ra ted  i t s  annua l  day  on  Ap r i l  28 th  a t  t he  Wagne r
Pe r fo rm ing  A r t s  Cen te r ,  w i t h  v ib ran t  pe r fo rmances  by  s t uden t s  showcas i ng  the i r
ta len t s  and  cu l t u ra l  he r i tage .  A round  700  commun i t y  member s  a t tended  the  even t  and
were  se r ved  a  va r i e t y  o f  de l i c ious  snacks  and  food .
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G A R D E N I N G  F A Q  S E S S I O N

KAW hos ted  an  i n te rac t i ve  Garden ing  FAQ
Sess ion  i n  co l l abo ra t ion  w i th  Bhum i  Garden
Des igns ,  o f fe r i ng  commun i t y  member s
expe r t  gu idance  on  ga rden ing  cha l l enges .  

The  ses s ion  fea tu red  ce r t i f i ed  ho r t i cu l t u r i s t
An ju  Ne i l j u  and  award-w inn i ng  des igne r
Tony  Fa ja r i l l o ,  who  sha red  va l uab le  i n s igh t s
on  p lan t  ca re ,  l andscape  des ign ,  and
sus ta i nab le  ga rden ing  p rac t i ces .  A t tendees
had  the  oppo r tun i t y  to  a s k  ques t i ons ,
rece i ve  pe r sona l i zed  adv ice ,  and  l ea rn
p rac t i ca l  t i p s  to  enhance  the i r  home
gardens .  

The  even t  p rov ided  a  un ique  p la t fo rm  fo r
ga rden ing  en thus ia s t s  to  ga in  know ledge
and  connec t  w i t h  expe r t s ,  mak i ng  i t  an
i n fo rmat i ve  and  engag ing  expe r ience  tha t
was  h igh l y  app rec ia ted  by  t he  commun i t y .



F A T H E R ’ S  D A Y  A D V E N T U R E
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On a  ch i l l y ,  w indy  morn i ng  on  June  15 th ,  KAW ce leb ra ted  Fa the r ’ s
Day  a t  Cen t ra l  Pa r k ,  I s saquah .  The  day  was  f i l l ed  w i th  adven tu re ,
s ta r t i ng  w i th  an  ea r l y  mo rn i ng  h i ke  to  Poo  Poo  Po in t ,  f o l l owed  by  an
exh i l a ra t i ng  pa rag l id i ng  expe r ience  and  a  g roup  cook i ng  ses s ion  a t
I s saquah  H igh lands  Pa r k .  Ove r  50  pa r t i c ipan t s  came  toge the r  to
en joy  b reak fas t ,  l unch ,  and  engag ing  team ac t i v i t i e s .  The  even t  was
warm l y  rece i ved ,  w i t h  fa the r s  exp res s i ng  t he i r  app rec ia t i on  fo r  t he
though t fu l  o rgan i za t ion  and  the  oppo r tun i t y  to  connec t  w i t h  t he
commun i t y .
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S U M M E R  P I C N I C  A N D  T H A T T U K A D A

KAW p roud l y  pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  t he  I nd ia  Day  Pa rade  o rgan i zed  by  t he  Consu la te  Gene ra l  o f
I nd ia  i n  Sea t t l e ,  p re sen t i ng  a  f l oa t  t i t l ed  "Wayanad inoppam, "  s ymbo l i z i ng  so l i da r i t y  w i t h  t he
v i c t ims  o f  t he  Wayanad  lands l i des  and  f l oods .  The  f l oa t  fea tu red  a  t rad i t i ona l  Theyyam
per fo rmance ,  r ep resen t i ng  bo th  cu l t u ra l  p r ide  and  suppo r t  fo r  t he  a f fec ted  commun i t i e s .
A round  30  commun i t y  member s  ded ica t ion  and  teamwork  showcased  KAW ’ s  commi tmen t  to
s tand ing  w i th  t hose  i n  need  wh i l e  ce leb ra t i ng  and  p rese r v i ng  ou r  cu l t u ra l  he r i tage .

The  KAW Summer  Fam i l y  P i cn ic  was  a
v ib ran t  ce leb ra t ion  o f  food ,  f un ,  and
commun i t y  bond ing .  The  even t  fea tu red
12  Ke ra la  food  vendo r s ,  i nc l ud ing  l i ve
cook i ng  s ta t i ons ,  o f fe r i ng  a  de l igh t fu l
cu l i na r y  expe r ience .  

A t tendees  en joyed  a  va r i e t y  o f  exc i t i ng
ac t i v i t i e s ,  s uch  as  t ug-o f -war ,  ra f f l e s ,
and  more ,  c rea t i ng  a  l i ve l y  and  engag ing
atmosphe re .  

W i th  ove r  400  pa r t i c ipan t s ,  t he  p icn ic
b rough t  toge the r  commun i t y  member s  to
ce leb ra te  and  we lcome  summer  i n  t he
No r thwes t ,  mak i ng  i t  a  memorab le  and
joyous  ga the r i ng  fo r  a l l .

I N D I A  D A Y  P A R A D E
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As  pa r t  o f  t he  summer  p icn ic  fe s t i v i t i e s ,  KAW o rgan i zed  a  v ib ran t  and  exh i l a ra t i ng  Mega
Th i r u va th i ra  pe r fo rmance  tha t  became a  h igh l i gh t  o f  t he  day .  The  g race fu l  pe r fo rmance
by  ove r  70  ta len ted  dance r s  cap t i va ted  the  aud ience  and  added  a  spec ia l  cha rm  to  t he
ce leb ra t ions .  The  pa r t i c ipan t s ’  ded ica t ion  and  s ynch ron i zed  d i sp lay  b rough t  cu l t u ra l
r i chnes s  to  t he  even t ,  mak i ng  i t  a  t r u l y  memorab le  expe r ience  fo r  e ve r yone  p resen t .

M E G A  T H I R U V A T H I R A



O N A M  C E L E B R A T I O N S  2 0 2 4

The  K A W  G r a n d  O n a m  C e l e b r a t i o n s  t ook  p lace  on  September  2 1 ,  2024 ,  a t  Aubu rn  H igh
Schoo l .  Th i s  yea r ’ s  Ch ie f  Gues t ,  M r .  P rakash  Gupta ,  Consu la te  Gene ra l  o f  I nd ia  –  Sea t t l e ,
h igh l i gh ted  the  s ign i f i cance  o f  p re se r v i ng  and  ce leb ra t i ng  I nd ian  cu l t u re  and  t rad i t i ons
wh i l e  l i v i ng  away  f rom home .   Othe r  e s teemed  gues t s  i nc l uded  FOMAA Gene ra l  Sec re ta r y
S r i .  O ju s  John  and  KAW P rem ie r  Pa r tne r  Smt .  L i ncy  Mathew.
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Cu l tu ra l  p rog rams  we re  he ld  a t
Aubu rn  Pe r fo rm ing  A r t s  Cen te r
(PAC) ,  fea tu r i ng  60+
pe r fo rmances  w i th  ove r  300
par t i c ipan t s  f rom the  commun i t y
showcas i ng  the i r  d i ve r se
ta len t s .  A  team o f  seven
en thus ia s t i c  emcees ,  a  pe r fec t
b lend  o f  newcomer s  and
seasoned  hos t s ,  kep t  t he
aud ience  engaged  and  gu ided
them th rough  the  exc i t i ng
l i neup  o f  pe r fo rmances .  

KAW EC Member s  and  Ma laya lam
Schoo l  Teache r s  beau t i f u l l y  deco ra ted
the  Pe r fo rm ing  A r t s  Cen te r  Lobby  w i th
a  s tunn ing  Pookka lam and  a  pho to
booth  t ha t  pe r fec t l y  cap tu red  the  sp i r i t
o f  Onam,  accompan ied  by  a  de l igh t fu l
Ma l ve l i  pe r fo rmance  by  Jom i .   

The  Onam Sadya  was  ca te red  by  KGF
Res tau ran t ,  K i r k l and ,  w i t h  ove r  1 ,200
Sadyas  se r ved .  The  coo rd ina t ion  was
led  by  S r i .  O ju s  John  and  S r i .  San thosh
Na i r ,  s uppo r ted  by  a  ded ica ted  team o f
40+  vo l un tee r s .  
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K A L O P A S A N A  2 0 2 4

Bu i ld i ng  on  t he  success  o f  t he  p rev ious  yea r ’ s  e f fo r t s

to  p romote  and  ra i se  awareness  abou t  I nd ia ’ s

t rad i t i ona l  a r t  fo rms ,  KAW o rgan i zed  Ka lopasana ,  a

t r i bu te  to  t he  r i ch  cu l t u ra l  he r i tage  o f  Ke ra la  and

Ind ia .  He ld  as  pa r t  o f  t he  Ke ra la  Day  Ce leb ra t ions  on

November  1 6 ,  2024 ,  a t  Snohomi sh  PUD ,  t he  even t  was  a

v ib ran t  showcase  o f  r h y thm ,  me lody ,  and  g race .  

Wi th  ove r  60  pa r t i c ipan t s ,  t he  p rog ram

featu red  27  capt i va t i ng  pe r fo rmances

rep resen t i ng  8  c la s s i ca l  and  t rad i t i ona l

a r t  fo rms ,  i nc l ud ing  Moh in i ya t tam ,

Bha ra tana t yam ,  Kuch ipud i ,  Ba t tu -N r i t ya ,

Carna t i c  Mus ic ,  H i ndus tan i  Mus ic ,  and

In s t r umenta l  Mus ic ,  ce leb ra t i ng  t he

d i ve r s i t y  o f  ou r  a r t i s t i c  l egacy .
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C H R I S T M A S  &  N E W  Y E A R  C E L E B R A T I O N S

KAW ' s  Ch r i s tmas  and  New Yea r

Ce leb ra t ions  took  p lace  on  Janua r y  22 ,

2025 ,  a t  Snohomi sh  H igh  Schoo l

Pe r fo rm ing  A r t s  Cen te r .  The  even t

fea tu red  a  ho l i day- themed  booth  t ha t

added  cha rm  to  t he  a tmosphe re ,

comp lemented  by  de l i c ious  food  ca te red

by  ou r  even t  pa r tne r ,  KGF  Res tau ran t .  

Over  200  pa r t i c ipan t s  took  pa r t  i n  50  cu l t u ra l  pe r fo rmances ,  showcas ing  the  d i ve r se

ta len t s  o f  t he  commun i t y .  The  emcees  kep t  t he  aud ience  engaged  th roughou t  t he

even t ,  ensu r i ng  an  en joyab le  and  fe s t i ve  expe r ience  fo r  a l l  a t tendees .

The  E lec t ion  Of f i ce ,  cons i s t i ng  o f  S r i .  Baby
Pa ray i l ,  S r i .  Ra j  Marges se r y ,  and  S r i .  Rahu l
Na i r ,  announced  the  KAW Execu t i ve
Commi t tee  fo r  2025-26  du r i ng  t he  even t .  

The  Ch r i s tmas  and  New Yea r  Ce leb ra t ions
were  hos ted  by  s i x  en thus ia s t i c  emcees  who
kept  t he  aud ience  engaged  th roughou t  t he
en t i r e  p rog ram.
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We o rgan i zed  mu l t i p le  spo r t s  and  games  even t s  t h i s  yea r  and  a t t rac ted  many  member s  to
pa r t i c ipa te .  Ove ra l l ,  we  o rgan i zed  8  even t s  t h i s  yea r :

Badmin ton
Men ’ s  and  Women ’ s  C r i c ke t
Socce r
Vo l l e yba l l  
Th rowba l l
Baske tba l l  
Ca rd  Games  i nc l ud ing  Poke r ,  Rummy  ,  28  and  56

The  spo r t s  commi t tee  was  l ed  by  Aneesh  D i vaka raku rup ,  N i t h i n  Thamp i  and  N i t h i n
MadhavanP i l l a i  and  suppo r ted  by  Sub in  Sanka r  and  Ra je sh  Na rayanan .  

B A D M I N T O N  T O U R N A M E N T

SPORTS & GAMES

KAW o rgan i zed  a  badmin ton  tou rnament  fo r  women ,  men ,  and  j un io r s ,  f ea tu r i ng  t h r i l l i ng
matches  and  en thus ia s t i c  pa r t i c ipa t ion  ac ros s  a l l  age  g roups .  

The  day- long  even t  was  he ld  a t  t he  Muk i l t eo  Badmin ton  C lub  i n  L ynnwood ,  w i t h  ove r  50
commun i t y  member s  compet i ng  i n  va r i ous  ca tego r ie s .
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C R I C K E T  T O U R N A M E N T  -  M E N  A N D  W O M E N

KAW Men ’ s  and  Women ’ s  C r i c ke t  tou rnament s  we re  he ld  du r i ng  summer

ac ros s  mu l t i p le  pa r k s  i n  Redmond  and  Be l l e vue .  

A  reco rd  h igh  1 3  teams  pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  Men ’ s  C r i c ke t  Tou rnament .  A f te r

f i e rce  compet i t i on s ,  Pu l i k koo t tam T i tans  we re  c rowned  th i s  yea r ’ s

champ ions ,  de fea t i ng  t he  D ream V i s i on  team who  f i n i shed  as  Runne r -Up .

2  teams  pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  Women ' s  C r i c ke t  tou rnament .  Team Pu l i k koo t tam

Merma ids  we re  t he  Champ ions ,  and  Pu l i k koo t tam  Queens  f i n i shed  as

Runne r -up .  
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S O C C E R  T O U R N A M E N T

The  KAW Socce r  tou rnament  was  conduc ted  i n  Augus t  i n  Pe r r igo  Pa r k .
 
Among  3  teams  tha t  pa r t i c ipa ted  DKFC emerged  as  Champ ions ,  and  Chempada  FC as

Runne r -Up .
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V O L L E Y B A L L  &  T H R O W B A L L  T O U R N A M E N T

KAW Vo l l e yba l l  and  Women ’ s  Th rowba l l  Tou rnament s  we re  he ld  on  Nov  9 th ,  2023  a t
Academy  Spo r t s  Cen te r ,  L ynwood .  

Machan i  Phoen i x  won  the  Women ’ s  Th rowba l l  Champ ionsh ip  and  B lackhawks  we re  Runne r -
Up .

Pa th i raka l l ans  won  the  Vo l l e yba l l  Tou rnament  and  Kava lacha t tamb i s  we re  t he  Runne r -Up .  
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B A S K E T B A L L  T O U R N A M E N T

We hos ted  ou r  f i r s t -eve r  3x3  baske tba l l  t ou rnament ,  r ece i v i ng  an

ove rwhe lm ing  re sponse  f rom p laye r s  w i t h i n  t he  commun i t y .  The  even t  was

f i l l ed  w i th  exc i tement ,  f un ,  and  h igh  ene rgy  t h roughou t  t he  day .
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C A R D  G A M E S

Card  Games  we re  conduc ted  i n  December  and  Janua r y  ac ros s  4  ca tego r ie s

-  Rummy ,  Poke r ,  56 ,  and  28  a t  Sammami sh  B l u f f  Condomin i ums .
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CLUBS

To  meet  t he  evo l v i ng  needs  o f  ou r  g row ing  commun i t y ,  t he  EC i n t roduced  an

independen t  ne twor k  o f  c l ubs ,  each  focus i ng  on  spec i f i c  i n te re s t s  such  as

en te r ta i nment ,  educat ion ,  spo r t s ,  and  f i t nes s .  Th i s  i n i t i a t i ve  succes s fu l l y

l aunched  seven  ded ica ted  c l ubs ,  p rov id i ng  member s  w i t h  oppo r tun i t i e s  to

connec t  w i t h  l i ke -m inded  i nd i v idua l s  and  engage  i n  mean ing fu l  ac t i v i t i e s .

H I K E  A N D  C A M P  C L U B

The  KAW H i ke  and  Camp C lub ,  l aunched  as  a  f l agsh ip  i n i t i a t i ve  o f  t he  yea r ,  has  been
a  remarkab le  succes s .  W i th  ove r  200  ac t i ve  member s ,  t he  c l ub  o rgan i zed  18  h i ke s ,
i nc l ud ing  fam i l y - f r i end l y  t r e k s ,  and  comp le ted  3  p res t ig ious  moun ta in  c l imbs .  Unde r
the  expe r t  gu idance  o f  Coach  Mu ra lee  Raghavan ,  beg inne r s  and  seasoned  h i ke r s
a l i ke  rece i ved  va l uab le  t ra i n i ng ,  fo s te r i ng  a  sp i r i t  o f  adven tu re  and  f i t nes s  w i t h i n
the  commun i t y .  The  c l ub ’ s  ach ievement s  have  made  a  s ign i f i can t  pos i t i ve  impact ,
encou rag ing  ou tdoo r  engagement  and  s t reng then ing  commun i t y  bonds .
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R O B O T I C S  C L U B

The  Sk i  C lub  was  fo rmed  to  b r i ng  toge the r
s k i  en thus ia s t s  and  p rov ide  oppo r tun i t i e s
to  l ea rn  and  p rac t i ce  on  t he  scen ic  s l opes
o f  Sea t t l e .  Led  by  S r i  Akh i l  Somanathan ,
t he  c l ub  has  g rown  to  ove r  120  ac t i ve
member s  and  succes s fu l l y  conduc ted  two
sk i  p rac t i ce  ses s ions ,  fo s te r i ng  a  sha red
pass ion  fo r  t he  spo r t  w i t h i n  t he
commun i t y .

The  Robot i c s  C lub  was  launched  fo r  ch i l d ren
aged  9  to  1 6 ,  se r v i ng  as  a  p la t fo rm  to  fo s te r
c rea t i v i t y ,  t eamwork ,  and  c r i t i ca l  t h i n k i ng
th rough  hands-on  robo t i c s  p ro jec t s .  

W i t h  ove r  20  ac t i ve  pa r t i c ipan t s ,  and
suppo r ted  by  ded ica ted  pa ren t  and
commun i t y  vo l un tee r s ,  t he  c l ub  has
succes s fu l l y  engaged  young  m inds ,
cha l l eng ing  the i r  po ten t ia l  and  spa r k i ng
in te res t  i n  t he  rap id l y  g row ing  f i e ld s  o f  A I
and  robo t i c s .
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M E N T O R S H I P  P R O G R A M

Anothe r  no tab le  c l ub  we  i n t roduced  i s
t he  En t rep reneu r sh ip  C lub ,  a imed  a t
nu r tu r i ng  en t rep reneu r ia l  sp i r i t  and
encou rag ing  the  younge r  gene ra t ion  to
exp lo re  t he  rea lms  o f  f i nance ,  bus i nes s ,
and  s ta r tups .  The  c l ub ’ s  m i s s i on  i s  to
i n sp i re  c rea t i v i t y ,  d r i ve  i nnova t ion ,  and
fos te r  co l l abo ra t ion  w i th i n  t he  KAW
commun i t y .  

Mov i ng  fo rward ,  t he  c l ub  p lans  to  hos t
hacka thons ,  ne twor k i ng  ses s ions  w i t h
bus i nes s  l eade r s ,  s ta r t up  showcases ,  and
mento r sh ip  p rog rams ,  empower i ng
asp i r i ng  en t rep reneu r s  and  suppo r t i ng
the i r  g rowth  j ou rney s .

W i th  t he  nex t  gene ra t ion  o f  ou r  commun i t y
s tepp ing  i n to  h ighe r  educat ion  and
p ro fes s iona l  ca ree r s ,  t he  need  fo r
gu idance  and  men to r sh ip  has  become
inc reas i ng l y  impo r tan t .  Th i s  c l ub  a ims  to
suppo r t  t he i r  j ou rney  by  connec t i ng
co l l ege  s tuden t s  w i t h  h igh  schoo le r s  and
p ro fes s iona l s  w i t h  co l l ege  s tuden t s ,
fo s te r i ng  pe r sona l  and  ca ree r  g rowth .  

I t  cu l t i va tes  a  cu l t u re  o f  sha r i ng
know ledge  and  nu r tu r i ng  young  ta len t ,
he lp i ng  t hem succeed  i n  t he i r  academic
and  p ro fes s iona l  pu r su i t s .
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One o f  t he  mos t  popu la r  ac t i v i t i e s  among  the  o lde r  gene ra t ion  i n  ou r

commun i t y  has  been  ca rd  games .  We  have  seen  member s  t rave l  o ve r  50  m i l e s

to  pa r t i c ipa te  i n  KAW-hos ted  ca rd  game  ses s ions .  Recogn i z i ng  t h i s  en thus ia sm ,

we  launched  the  Card  C lub  to  b r i ng  toge the r  ca rd  game  en thus ia s t s ,  p rov ide  a

space  fo r  t hem to  connec t ,  and  encou rage  the  sha r i ng  o f  t he i r  know ledge  and

s t ra teg ie s  w i t h  younge r  gene ra t ions .  The  c l ub  o f fe r s  a  f un  and  engag ing

env i ronment  whe re  member s  o f  a l l  ages  can  bond  ove r  t he  t ime le s s  j o y  o f  ca rd

games .
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The  te rm  commenced  w i th  t he  ce leb ra t ion
o f  Women ' s  Day  t h rough  the  p rog ram
"Penma , "  wh ich  fea tu red  an  engag ing
d i scus s ion  on  t he  j ou rney  f rom pube r t y  to
menopause ,  l ed  by  D r .  Sm i tha  Madhavan ,
sen io r  consu l tan t  a t  Rama Rao  Memor ia l
Hosp i ta l  and  cha i rpe r son  o f  W IMA.  

Desp i te  be ing  he ld  on l i ne ,  t he  even t  saw
act i ve  pa r t i c ipa t ion  f rom ove r  25
at tendees .

ONLINE EVENTS

To  empower  young  ta len t s  w i t h i n  t he
commun i t y ,  we  o rgan i zed  a  Math
web ina r  fea tu r i ng  Mr .  Nee lakan tha
Bhanu  P rakash ,  t he  wo r ld ’ s  fa s te s t
human  ca lcu la to r .  The  ses s ion  was
des igned  fo r  s t uden t s  f rom 1 s t  g rade
and  above .  

The  ove rwhe lm ing  re sponse  exceeded
expec ta t ions ,  l ead ing  to  reg i s t ra t i ons
be ing  c lo sed  a f te r  r each ing  the
max imum capac i t y .

The  even t  was  h igh l y  app rec ia ted  by  t he
commun i t y ,  e spec ia l l y  b y  s t uden t s  w i t h
a  pas s ion  fo r  mathemat ic s .

M A T H  W E B I N A R

At  KAW,  we  have  l e ve raged  on l i ne  p la t fo rms  to  hos t  a  va r i e t y  o f  e ven t s ,  enab l i ng  ou r
commun i t y  to  connec t  w i t h  g loba l  ta len t s  and  access  d i ve r se  re sou rces .  Th i s  sec t ion
p rov ides  an  ove r v i ew  o f  t he  v i r t ua l  e ven t s  o rgan i zed  by  KAW th roughou t  t he  yea r .

W O M E N ' S  D A Y :  P E N M A
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M A L A Y A L A M  S C H O O L  P R A V E S A N O L S A V A M

The  GYRA  You th  Resea rch  P rog ram i s  a  un ique  i n i t i a t i ve  des igned  to  i n t roduce  and
engage  young  m inds  i n  sc ien t i f i c  re sea rch  f rom an  ea r l y  age .  Led  by  Mr .  Mathew and
suppo r ted  by  seve ra l  ded ica ted  commun i t y  member s ,  t he  p rog ram has  been
conduc ted  week l y  on  Wednesdays  t h rough  a  ded ica ted  on l i ne  c la s s room ,  fac i l i t a ted
by  a  team o f  re sea rche r s .  Bo th  pa ren t s  and  s tuden t s  have  exp res sed  the i r
app rec ia t i on  fo r  t h i s  va l uab le  l ea rn i ng  oppo r tun i t y .

On  September  9 th ,  2024 ,  we  i naugu ra ted  the  new academic  yea r  o f  t he  Ma laya lam
Schoo l  w i t h  an  on l i ne  o r i en ta t ion  ses s ion ,  we lcom ing  pa ren t s  to  l ea rn  more  abou t
the  p rog ram.  The  even t  rece i ved  an  ove rwhe lm ing l y  pos i t i ve  re sponse ,  r e su l t i ng  i n
the  reg i s t ra t i on  o f  ove r  300  s tuden t s  eage r  to  l ea rn  Ma laya lam fo r  t he  academic
yea r .
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KAW Ma laya lam Schoo l  –  Ak sha ra  Ka la r i  con t i nued  i t s

commi tmen t  to  se r v i ng  t he  commun i t y  by  o f fe r i ng  f ree*

Ma laya lam language  c la s ses  to  member s .  The  schoo l  i s

reg i s te red  unde r  t he  Ma laya lam M i s s ion  i n i t i a t i ve  by  t he

Gove rnment  o f  Ke ra la .  S tuden t s  a re  p laced  i n  d i f fe ren t

l e ve l s  based  on  age  and  p ro f i c iency ,  w i t h  t he  academic

yea r  r unn ing  f rom September  to  June .  The  schoo l  i s  l ed  by

P r i nc ipa l  Smt .  La tha  San thosh ,  V ice  P r i nc ipa l  Smt .  V i nee tha

Pa ramme l ,  commun i t y  rep resen ta t i ve  Smt .  Reshma  Ra jesh ,

Smt .  S ru th i  Sa thees  and  2024  EC Member s  Smt .  Seema

Su ra j  and  Smt .  Remya  Ra jan .  The  2024-25  academic  yea r  i s

suppo r ted  by  ove r  60  vo l un tee r s ,  w i t h  mo re  t han  300

s tuden t s  en ro l l ed .

On  Ap r i l  28 ,  2024 ,  Ak sha ra  Ka la r i  ce leb ra ted  i t s  Annua l  Day

–  Padano l savam a t  Wagne r  Pe r fo rm ing  A r t s  Cen te r  i n

Mon roe .  Ove r  250  s tuden t s  f rom va r ious  l e ve l s  showcased

the i r  Ma laya lam s k i l l s  t h rough  s to r i e s ,  poems ,  and  d rama .

The  even t  was  a  re sound ing  succes s ,  o f fe r i ng  s tuden t s  a

p la t fo rm  to  p resen t  t he i r  l ea rn i ng  to  fam i l y  and  f r i ends .

Teache r s  and  vo l un tee r s  we re  recogn i zed  w i th  app rec ia t i on

and  g i f t s  du r i ng  t he  even t .

The  2024-25  P raveshano l savam was  he ld  on l i ne  on

September  9 ,  2024 ,  fea tu r i ng  a  de ta i l ed  p resen ta t ion  on

the  cu r r i cu l um ,  s t uden t  expec ta t ions ,  gu ide l i nes ,  and  a  Q&A

sess ion .  Ma laya lam M i s s ion  tex tbooks  we re  d i s t r i bu ted  to  a l l

s t uden t s  and  teache r s ,  and  c la s ses  commenced  i n

September .

*A  fu l l y  r e fundab le  reg i s t ra t i on  fee  i s  co l l ec ted  a t  t he  t ime  o f

en ro l lmen t .  S tuden t s  who  meet  t he  a t tendance  requ i rement s  se t  by  t he

schoo l  boa rd  w i l l  r ece i ve  a  f u l l  r e fund  o f  t he  reg i s t ra t i on  fee  a t  t he  end

of  t he  academic  yea r .

M A L A Y A L A M  S C H O O L  -  A K S H A R A  K A L A R I

KAW CHARITY & EDUCATION
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A S S O C I A T I O N  W I T H  C A R E  &  S H A R E

KAW con t i nues  to  upho ld  t he  sp i r i t  o f

g i v i ng  back  to  t he  commun i t y .  W i t h  t h i s

commi tmen t ,  ou r  young  member s ,  i n

co l l abo ra t ion  w i th  t he  EC and  S r i .  Ram

Pranam,  o rgan i zed  a  food  d r i ve  to

suppo r t  sen io r s  a t  t he  No r th sho re  Sen io r

Cen te r .  

Commun i t y  member s  gene rous l y

con t r i bu ted ,  and  the  team succes s fu l l y

co l l ec ted  and  de l i ve red  the  donat ions  to

the  cen te r .  Thank s  to  you r  k i ndnes s  and

suppo r t ,  we  we re  ab le  to  donate  a

remarkab le  1 , 3 1 3  pounds  o f  food  to  t he

pan t r y ,  mak i ng  a  mean ing fu l  d i f fe rence

in  t he  l i ve s  o f  t hose  i n  need .

Y O U T H  &  C H A R I T Y  F O O D  D R I V E  F O R  S E N I O R S

I n  co l l abo ra t ion  w i th  Care  and  Sha re ,  KAW p resen ted  the  d rama
"Kozhu tha  Ka laku t t y "  i n  Ch icago .  The  pe r fo rmance  was  h igh l y
app rec ia ted  by  t he  Ke ra la  commun i t y  i n  Ch icago  and  succes s fu l l y
he lped  ra i se  f unds  amoun t i ng  to  $ 120 ,000 .  

As  pa r t  o f  t h i s  i n i t i a t i ve ,  $ 1 , 000  was  donated  to  Mar y ’ s  P lace
Seat t l e  to  suppo r t  t he i r  e f fo r t s  i n  p rov id i ng  she l te r  and  a id  to
home les s  i nd i v idua l s  i n  t he  Seat t l e  a rea .
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W A Y A N A D  L A N D S L I D E  F U N D R A I S E R

KAW co l l abo ra ted  w i th  t he  Red  Cros s  to
suppo r t  r e l i e f  e f fo r t s  fo r  t he  Ca l i fo rn ia
w i ld f i r e s .  Th rough  the  KAW Char i t y ,  we
con t r ibu ted  $6 ,000  to  as s i s t  t hose
af fec ted ,  s t reng then ing  ou r  pa r tne r sh ip
w i th  t he  Red  Cros s  and  pav i ng  the  way
fo r  f u tu re  vo l un tee r  oppo r tun i t i e s  and
jo i n t  i n i t i a t i ve s .

S tay i ng  t r ue  to  ou r  roo t s ,  KAW sw i f t l y
o rgan i zed  a  re l i e f  i n i t i a t i ve  to  suppo r t
t hose  a f fec ted  by  t he  Wayanad  lands l i des
and  f l oods .  We  launched  a  fund ra i se r ,
commi t t i ng  $8 ,000  towards  immed ia te
re l i e f  and  recons t r uc t i on  e f fo r t s .  I n
co l l abo ra t ion  w i th  FOMAA,  we  con t r ibu ted
to  bu i l d i ng  homes  fo r  d i sp laced  fam i l i e s
and  ex tended  l ong- te rm  recove r y  suppo r t
t h rough  donat ions  to  CMDRF .

The  gene ros i t y  o f  ou r  commun i t y  p layed  a
v i ta l  r o le  i n  he lp i ng  t he  peop le  o f  Wayanad
rebu i ld  t he i r  l i ve s  and  re s to re  hope  du r i ng
th i s  d i f f i cu l t  t ime .  Toge the r ,  we  made  a
d i f fe rence ,  s tand ing  i n  so l i da r i t y  w i t h  t hose
in  need .
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KAW Char i t y  pa r tne red  w i th  t he  C i t y  o f
K i r k l and  to  suppo r t  t he i r  home les s
she l te r  i n i t i a t i ve s .  We  con t r ibu ted  to
meet i ng  es sen t ia l  needs  a t  t he  she l te r ,
wh i l e  t he  KAW H i k i ng  C lub  gene rous l y
p ledged  and  donated  $ 10 ,000  toward
the  cause .

Th i s  pa r tne r sh ip  has  fo s te red
mean ing fu l  d i scus s ions  w i t h  c i t y
o f f i c ia l s ,  i nc l ud ing  the  po ten t ia l  fo r
KAW to  l ease  o r  own  p rope r t y  i n
K i r k l and  and  the  pos s ib i l i t y  o f  hos t i ng
fu tu re  cu l t u ra l  e ven t s  w i t h i n  t he  c i t y .
We  have  been  ac t i ve l y  fo l l ow ing  up
w i th  t he  c i t y ,  and  we  encou rage  the
nex t  commi t tee  to  con t i nue
p rog res s i ng  t hese  e f fo r t s .

H O M E L E S S  S H E L T E R  F O R  C I T Y  O F  K I R K L A N D
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M I C R O S O F T  P O K E R  T O U R N A M E N T

On beha l f  o f  KAW,  ou r  f r i ends  a t  M ic roso f t ,  l ed  by  EC  member  Mr .

J yo th i sh  Na i r ,  o rgan i zed  the  annua l  KAW M ic roso f t  Poke r  Tou rnament .  The

even t  saw pa r t i c ipa t ion  f rom 60  M ic roso f t  emp loyees  and  succes s fu l l y

ra i sed  $6 ,945 .  P r i ze s  wo r th  $ 1 ,430  we re  awarded  to  t he  w inne r s .  The

funds  gene ra ted  f rom th i s  e ven t  w i l l  s uppo r t  va r i ous  KAW cha r i t y

i n i t i a t i ve s .
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The  E lec t ion  Of f i ce  compr i s i ng  o f
Babu  Pa ray i l ,  Ra jgopa l  Margese r r y ,
Rahu l  Na i r  was  appo in ted  to  conduc t  a
smooth  and  fa i r  e l ec t i on  p roces s  fo r
e lec t i ng  t he  o f f i ce  bea re r s  o f  KAW fo r
the  yea r  2025-26 .  

The  EO succes s fu l l y  execu ted  the i r
ta s k s  by  i n v i t i ng  nom ina t ions  fo r  a l l
adve r t i sed  pos t s ,  ve r i f y i ng  i nd i v idua l
e l i g ib i l i t y ,  and  ensu r i ng  t he  nom inee ' s
w i l l i ngnes s  to  se r ve  KAW fo r  2025  -
26 .  The  e lec t ion  p roces s  was
conduc ted  as  pe r  t he  KAW E lec t ion
p roces s  de f i ned  i n  ART ICLE  X  i n  t he
Ke ra la  As soc ia t i on  o f  Wash ing ton
by law .

He re  a re  t he  names  and  pos i t i on s  o f
EC 2025-26 :

P r e s i d e n t :  R a j e s h  N a n o o
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t :  L a t h a  C h a n d r a n
S e c r e t a r y :  R a j e s h  N a r a y a n a n
T r e a s u r e r :  A s w a t h y  N a i r
J o i n t  S e c r e t a r y :  S a n t h o s h  R a j a
J o i n t  T r e a s u r e r :  B i j o y  N a i r
E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r :  J i t h i n  S r e e d h a r a n
E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r :  J o m i  M a t h e w  K a l a p p u r a
E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r :  N i s h e e d h  R a v e e n d r a n
E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r :  R e s h m i  U p r e t i
E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r :  R o o p a  N a i r
E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  Y o u t h  M e m b e r :  S h a r o n  T h o m a s
E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  Y o u t h  M e m b e r :  T o m  J a c o b
E x - O f f i c i o  :  S h i b u  P  B a b y

On beha l f  o f  t he  EC 2024 ,  I  w i sh  you  a l l  t he  ve r y  bes t  fo r  2025-26  and  as su re  a
smooth  t rans i t i on  o f  ac t i v i t i e s  f rom the  cu r ren t  commi t tee .

2025 - 26 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
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The  F i nanc ia l  Repo r t  i s  p repa red  and  submi t ted  by  San thosh

Narayanan ,  T reasu re r ,  Ke ra la  As soc ia t i on  o f  Wash ing ton .

An  i ndependen t  aud i t  o f  a l l  ou r  f i nanc ia l  accoun t s  and  t ransac t ions

was  conduc ted  by  KAW Member  S r i .  Jo j i  Jo seph .   We  wou ld  l i ke  to

thank  S r i .  Jo j i  Jo seph  fo r  a l l  h i s  e f fo r t s  i n  ensu r i ng  t ha t  ou r  accoun t s

a re  i n  o rde r  be fo re  we  hand  ove r  t he  re spons ib i l i t i e s  to  t he  nex t

commi t tee .

The  f i nanc ia l  r epo r t s  a re  sha red  as  a  sepa ra te  document .  

FINANCIAL REPORT
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The  2024-25  te rm  was  a  remarkab le  yea r  fo r  KAW EC ,  a s  we  succes s fu l l y

b rough t  ou r  v i s i on  and  ideas  to  l i f e .  We  ex tend  ou r  s i nce re  g ra t i t ude  to  ou r

commun i t y ,  sponso r s ,  we l l -w i she r s ,  and  vo l un tee r s  fo r  t he i r  unwave r i ng

suppo r t  t h roughou t  t he  yea r .  W i th  ove r  35  even t s ,  770  commun i t y  member s ,

1200+  Onam sadhyas  se r ved ,  300+  s tuden t s  en ro l l ed  i n  Ma laya lam Schoo l ,

5+  cha r i t y  con t r i bu t i ons ,  and  5+  commun i t y  c l ubs  l aunched ,  i t  has  been  a

t ru l y  except iona l  yea r .  

The  pos i t i ve  feedback  and  ove rwhe lm ing  re sponse  f rom the  commun i t y  have

been  i nc red ib l y  encou rag ing .  Thank  you  once  aga in  fo r  you r  suppo r t .

W i sh i ng  t he  new EC a  succes s fu l  and  reward ing  yea r  ahead .

R i s h i r a j  R a j a n
S e c r e t a r y ,  K e r a l a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  W a s h i n g t o n

F r o m  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  h e a r t

Thank you!

CLOSING REMARKS
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